ORAL HISTORY ^40 5 § X, 

^ S, > ■ ^ 

INTERVIEWEE: ^Senator John Shem^ Cooper o 

3 - c 

3 , 5- . 5. 

K . • 17 - ( 

Cates: Hugh' gates. It’s April &e 29th, 1971. I'm^n the office of 

S' S'. ^ 

United StatesitSenator John Sherm& Cooper. Senator hooper is a Republi^n 

I " ^ o 5 

from the statS of Kentucky. Senirtor Cooper, would y^ mind just stating; 

in ^ ,■ j 

~ ' C 

some of your Recollections or tm^essions of the latSI Senator Richard ^ 

f" — 

Brevard Russell? ~ S ^ 

o -i-t 'r' 



Cooper: I fifjst met Senate^ Russell iij 1^7- when I ^me to the Senate ^r 

a two-year tetjn. I was dej^^te^twice^ l/ve been b^k in the Senate s^eral 

times. I serfed for 15 yeafsT" 1 knewlilm like all &nators knew him, §om 

O Ef *< 

observing himUn the Floor of th^enate, admiring h^ for his dignity, ^or 

^ ^ ' 

his presence, ^is authority and Ifts tremendous power r^nd influence in d^ate. 

c 3- £. 

I'll just say;;^ commonplace, but Jt is correct that fie’s always considei^d 

ni cr 1; 

as an outstanding power, force inj^the Senate. ^ 2' 

— TO C _ 

— i ri 0> 

^ o’ ' 

Cates: Senator, excuse me, I didfi^t mean to interru^ you, sir, go ahe^, si 

^ ■ § :: ^ 

^ o c ■ 2 

Cooper: He w^ often. ..I remembejr' the first... when t first came here he^ 

^ ^ IT C 

^ ^ ^ 

was very courteous to me. He wasgalways very courteous to people. He 

would listen fo their views, unless he... at times he sould get a little 

!Z! _ — 

^ 2” ^ ^ 

irritated because they were so...te could tell he themght they were very 5 

prejudiced or glased in their vie^ and were not objective. I was much 2 - 
In - S' H 

interested in defense matters having served two years^on the Armed Services 
5- 2. c ^ 

Committee in '§3 and '54. When, ^ter development of^sophistlcated nuclfar 

r — 

weapons where jt is so difficult to understand what ^1 these weapons were 

I -J 'J'‘ 

about, when yo^ were not on the Cosjmittee. I would a^^ him, when he wasO 



o 

’y. 

y. 



, =L 2 w 

her very strenuously and his wa^ the most powerful lamination. He wa^ 

courteous, dignified, but never&eless he searched %>x the truth. I wJ^l 

say that we^ ^d not get from he^any additional information, but I alw^s 

believed that- Senator Russell tl^ught that she had home fact, not necesSarily 

3 J 3 E 

that... that ^ was anyone else l^t Lee Oswald respo^lble, but... but that 

3 0 

' O. I -J 

he had some ^eling that she ha<^not told all the f^ts. I think that oaas 
o C on 

3’ 3" E. 

born out in arstatement he made a, year or so ago In^hlch he said, as 1_ 



recall, he h^ not yet bee^ , 



lat we had a^L the facts. The 3, 



most compellfiig position took in t4 mmisslon vras this: there was^ 

C/) I j — 

a question oSwhether or nrCt the shot whl/h struck President Kennedy or~ 

one of the slg)ts, had... had passed through Governor jJohn3 Connally of 

3 3- '< 

C ;r ^ 

Texas on the front seat. To... to find that it had ^ssed through both would 

m . ^ 3 . ■ ^ 

make the dec:i^ion somewhat easle^ in the time frame^- It wasn't conclusive. 

Z S ^ c. 

, O r’ ~ 

And so there first... an opinion-by most of the Coipilsslon that we should 
say that the ^hot passed throughnboth President Kennedy and Governor 

Connally. Goyernor Connally was<a very strong wltn^s. I see now why fie , 

^ ' o 3 - 

has the present opinion in the coratry that he's a very strong man. He's( 

a very strongQwitness. He said categorically that he knew it... that the 

3 2 ? 

first shot did^ not pass through ham. And he... I remember he said, I — 

> Tl c '< 

3 

turned my hea^ when I heard the ^ot. It did come from the direction which 

y 5 = 

po ^ — 

yop have decijled it came from bec^iael'm familiar with firearms. But as? I 

. . * 

turned again lb the left, I feltZfhe impact of another shot." Senator n- 

' ^ "2 — " 

Russell just ^aid, "I'll never sSn that report if..^if...if this Commi^ion 

2" — • c”- ^ 

^ T' f". ■ '■ 

says categorijially that the seconH shot passed through both of them. y: 

^ 5: "? 

I agreed withgiim. I must say h^had great influence with me, but I too^ 

I J y: 3 ZL 

^ v< ^ 

have been impressed by Governor Ctlnnally and so the ^mmission then did 

^ c/D 3 ^ 

agree that, I^cannot recall the exact words, that while there was evideiice 



V 




, I , , 3 "O'" fres^eot Kennedy and '- 

Connal^ "o-onell.ee. .nd nUH 1 J . e 

>»hlap„l„e. r ‘'^-5 “h^r. Senator Resell 

I.Ma eaa ^-e end. and i’ 

^ everyone had S 

gaRreed that fron al^ the evidence .e 4 , that we conid lift i ^ 

=«.» waa. . .who was al. .could he charged llth th ^ = 

5:„ 8 ^ th the assasslnat^n of President 

nnedy and that wae~; Lee Oswald And ^ ^ 

3 . . . & ^herewra the first cate- ' 

= gorlcal statement tfet Ue nTO tl t -S 5 

T>W tU -.—sin. no on^eise was connected^ 

Wholly o|- the facts before " 
f o 

cannot saj^that at some 



|Wlth It, and again Senator Russe:^? 

US. But, we are not., we mo t 

— Jo .•••we,,, we a a ote ' re 

^ Ln ^ 



not. 



- °aj'-LUaC at SOme 

jPoxnt there may he iome other evidence in the future and tlat 
: ^ r- «i-ux.e ana t^at we cannot 

xa tepnn 1 1 ^*1 “T-. • . ^ 2 . 

. o 



(rc 



r/ ' 



-r 



- . r- we cannot 

categorically close^^he door to the 

„ . Q ^ arise. — He just said. "T _ 

10 limit to we ,ave o„rselve| heard, we.ve sear|ed out ail we couj 
g one the heat we c^d and on the hasi| of that we say th| Ue Oswald was ^ 

e assassin but we-must not. a. we musb^ay also that rh " 

3 . - 5 ^ thercmay be facts which? 

^ate developed in the future but whieh & could not ^ 

^ T- “ f 'onl'l not secure a, which may show 

CveT" ' »ss iust...said. w|u. snyhody could = 

CvZ "" -noldarapon his... his date|.lnatlon to Intar- ' 

ew Mrs. Oswald, ^e third tima aad y|ry stroagiy. aad h£ strong posltiou ? 

on (ha question of whether the same sh„'S. . ? 

= i > °t ’’O® President Kennedy^ 

- .overnot Coonayy. 1 ,„at feel theSa to show the stre^th of his miad ^ 

, e ^arefui Judgmehf about testimony, ^e limits .. .precis| limits . upon whic«. 

COU base our |ldgmeot. that is oi^Vhet we had haard.^t was an Indication 

f -...Of the ca.hie.capahia.ah4„d capable man ofl very st^ 

O very dtsctimi^ting mind, of a p|erfni detarminatiof to he Jost. aod ^ 

t came out of thatjsix or seven mouth^work feeling that Th H K " 

: reeling that i had been associatea 

'^ith a man who was^more . . . certal ni rr ™ l a - -- 

ertainly more able and powerful hh-sT, 

^ werxui than anyone else '* 

"n that Commission And rrmii j - 

an thought more than anyone I'd known in . 




..that the same... that the shot had pass^ through both Pres^ent Kennedy and...j 

^ ^ ' 

land Governor Connal^ it was not concltraive. And with tha^ why. Senator Rus^ll 

— .y. * 4 . 

won his point-. l' t^nk he's correct, ihe other point was^t the end, and 



O 

WU llXd A. uca.JL.ixr*. xxuj x. ^ w w « , 

_ ^ ^ zr 

^thls was more a matter of Janguage thaigof decision because everyone had 



c 

iy: 



^agreed that from aljp the evidence we ha^, that we could fig only one person ^ 

c r-- S 



5bho was... who was ac.. could be charged ^ith the assassinat^n of President 

^ d ^ 

<Kennedy and that was: Lee Oswald. And.J^but again, there w^s the first cate- 

-1 c . . 

•a 



'X 



^gorlcal statement tfet Lee Oswald 



5 sin, no one^else was connected^ 



with it, and again ienator r=^id, "I i>rA wholly og the facts before ^ 



- - ■ '^1 
^U-S- But. we are nojj. . .we. . .we. . O^e re not. . 

^ tn“— 



'cannot say? that at some 



(R 



r. 



Epoint there may be some other evidence in the future and t^t we cannot ^ 

? — ’ ^ o 

Categorically close?ihe door to the farts that may arise. He just said, "I - 

E ^ 

^want to limit to wh^ we have ourselve^ heard, we’ve searched out all we coulg, 
^ ^ <1 '' - 
7done the best we co^d and on the basli of that we say th^ Lee Oswald was p 

v: 



^the assassin but w^ust not... we musb^ay also that therC-may be facts whlch- 

— X “3 

iare developed in the future but which |e could not secure c which may show o' 



Otherwise." Now, that last is probabl^ was just... said, anybody could - 
Cave said that but faking in consideration his... his dete^nation to inter- ^ 
-view Mrs. Oswald, the third time and y|ry strongly, and h:^ strong position ^ 
"on the question of xSether the same sho^i- passed through bog President Kennedy^ 



“and Govlrnor Connally, I just feel thege to show the strength of his mind, - 
"the careful judgmeC about testimony, Sie limits .. .precis^ limits , upon whiclt- 

5we could base our gdgment, that is oigwhat we had heard, Ct was an indication 

r. :£ o r, 

E-pf the... of the capable, capable, able^nd capable man of^ very strong mlnd^ 
cof a very discrimiSting mind, of a pc^erful determinatio| to be just, and 
E.I came out of thatCix or seven month^work feeling that f had been associatg 
Cith a man who was-^-more ... certainly more able and powerful than anyone else 
■ on that Commission: And, well, and I 'thought more than anyone I'd known in > 



